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New “Bivalent” Booster - BE SAFE, GET BOOSTED & get the FLU Vaccine!
The updated Bivalent Boosters for COVID-19 are formulated to protect and fight the BA.4 and BA.5
variants of Omicron which are what is currently circulating across the U.S.

If you are not one of the 7.6 million Americans who have already gotten the updated omicron specific
COVID Booster, you might still be debating one key question, when should I get it?

Experts say most people should get the new Booster as soon as possible ----- particularly ahead of the
late fall and winter months when cases are expected to surge. Last year, cases began to rise in
November as cold, dry weather made it easier for the virus to spread. They soared through the end of
the year, reaching a peak around mid-January.

Who Can Receive New Boosters
● People who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 (who have had a Primary Series and

eight weeks since having the last vaccine).
Primary series is either 2 vaccines of Moderna or Pfizer or 1 Johnson and Johnson.

Public Health officials say that scheduling your Omicron Booster and Flu shot at the same time is not
only safe, but also smart.

If you receive your Booster and Flu Vaccines by October 30 th you will be fully Boosted for the
upcoming Holidays.

High Risk or Immunocompromised - Why is 65+ Elderly Considered at Risk?
According to Laura Haynes, Professor of Immunology at the Center on Aging at the University of
Connecticut, School of Medicine says, “being overweight, having diabetes,
cardiovascular disease or preexisting lung conditions become more common with
age”. Haynes notes, “So, it’s the perfect storm of not only changes in the immune
system but also other changes that happen as you get older.”

As you get older, your immune system ages with you. There’s even a medical
term for it, immunosenescence, the gradual decrease in immune systems that
come with age. Like walking or running speed, your body’s ability to fight off
inevitably slows.

COVID-19 has added another health hazard for older adults. Once infected with
the virus, people in their 60’s, 70’s,80’s and above are at increasingly higher risk of experiencing
severe COVID-19 illness and complications, hospitalizations, and deaths.

What Can You Do – Vaccinate, Vaccinate, Vaccinate. That’s the first line of defense against
common infections such as FLU and PNEUMONIA. Getting adult vaccinations according to
recommendations is the best way to protect yourself from infectious diseases.
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COVID-19 Stanislaus Community Level LOW

Recommended actions based on current level
● Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and Boosters.
● Get tested if you have symptoms.
● Wear a mask if you have symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to

someone with COVID-19.
● You may choose to wear a mask at any time as an additional precaution

to protect yourself and others.

Weekly Metrics used to determine the COVID-19 Community Level

Case Rate per 100,000 populations 75.91

New COVID-19 Admissions per 100,000 8.4

% Staff inpatient beds in use with confirmed COVID-19 4.3%

% Vaccinated in Stanislaus County

1 Dose 69.2% 2 Doses 58.3% Booster Shots 24.8%

Over the last week, Stanislaus County had 418 new reported cases (75.91 for every 100,000
residents) * Reported cases do not include all at home Positive Tests.

Don’t Hesitate to Vaccinate
Everyone 12 and older is eligible for the Booster if they received their primary shots. But most
Americans, more than two-thirds have put off receiving the vaccine or don’t intend to at all,
according to a Kaiser Family Foundation Survey released last week.

Supply isn’t an issue. The shot, purchased by the federal government, is free. And the updated
shots, produced by now-household names Pfizer and Moderna use the same technology as the
initial shots, with an added boost of protection against currently dominant Omicron strains
BA.4 and BA.5.

According to Dr. Ali Mokdad, a professor at the University of Washington’s Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation, said the center’s modeling predicts a U.S. COVID wave that begins to rise
in mid-to-late-October and peak in January.

So don’t hesitate to vaccinate, especially with a new wave of COVID and Flu predicted to hit in
the coming weeks.

Choose to vaccinate!
It’s safe, free, and effective at preventing severe disease and deaths!
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COVID-19 Testing
Testing is important. If you experience symptoms or have been recently exposed to COVID-19 you
need to test at home or at a pharmacy who provides tests. If you have Medicare, Medical or private
insurance, they will provide tests at No Charge to you

Test to Treat Program

There are two FREE Test to Treat Program
Sites for uninsured individuals in Stanislaus
County. These sites allow individuals get
tested, be seen by a provider, and receive
antiviral pills (if needed).

To schedule an appointment, Go to:
https://myturn.ca.hov/ or Call 1(888)634-1121
or check with your Healthcare provider.

Call Healthy Aging Association at (209) 525-4670 if you
need help or assistance with any of the above resources.

https://myturn.ca.hov/
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COVID-19 Vaccines by the Numbers - Key Points

● Two doses of COVID vaccine prevented at least 330,000 deaths
and nearly 700,000 hospitalizations among adult Medicare
recipients in 2021, the Department of Health and Human Services
stated.

● The overwhelming majority of Medicare recipients, 86%, are 65
and older. The elderly face the highest risk of severe disease and
death from Covid.

● The U.S. has rolled out new Booster shots that target the
dominant omicron BA.5 subvariant, and health officials believe
the new Booster will provide stronger protection this fall and winter.
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